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Project Methodology

Project Objective

This project analyzes recent coverage of alternative energy in both US-based and EU-based top English-language media 
outlets. 

Project Scope

This analysis is based upon relevant coverage appearing in top tier US-based and EU-based news and business media outlets 
between July 2008 and December 2008.  Relevant coverage included significant (more than 4) mentions of alternative energy-
related topics , including the following terms: alternative energy or wind energy or solar energy or biofuel(s) or renewable 
energy or alternative power or wind power or solar power or renewable power. Specific sources searched include: 
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US Outlets

Ĕ Associated Press Newswires  
Ĕ BusinessWeek
Ĕ Dow Jones News Service  
Ĕ Forbes  
Ĕ Fortune  
Ĕ Los Angeles Times  
Ĕ Newsweek  
Ĕ Reuters News  
Ĕ San Jose Mercury News  
Ĕ The New York Times  
Ĕ The San Francisco Chronicle  
Ĕ The Seattle Times  
Ĕ The Wall Street Journal  
Ĕ The Washington Post  
Ĕ Time  
Ĕ USA Today  

EU Outlets

Ĕ AgenceFrance Presse
Ĕ BBC Monitoring European  
Ĕ BusinessWeek(European 

Edition)
Ĕ Forbes (European Edition)
Ĕ Fortune (European Edition)
Ĕ International Herald Tribune  
Ĕ Newsweek International  
Ĕ Reuters EU Highlights  
Ĕ The Economist 
Ĕ The Wall Street Journal 

Europe  



Project Methodology

Narrative NetworkTMMethodology

Å The Narrative Network is a text mining and brand mapping method used to create a visual map of how the media perceives 
a particular brand or topic. The outcome helps clients develop effective brand communications and strategic plans. 

Å In coverage, all the words are ranked in terms of frequency of mention. The words with the highest frequency of mention 
are collected to build a keyword matrix to see which pairs of keywords often appear together in the text.

ÅWords that appear together in sentences are given more weight than words that appear together in paragraphs and 
articles. Network analysis software is used to create a network of keywords. 

Å The size of the links and nodes represent the salience of the keywords in the text. 

ÅKeywords in the same color form a main concept/theme that consistently appears together in coverage.
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Overview

.ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ Ƙƻǘ 
topic, both in the US and the EU. EU coverage is often but not exclusively driven by US-related news, revealing some 
similarities and differences between the two regions. Highlights include: 

Ā Focus on Impact of Global Economic Crisis: In particular, the collapse of the financial sector has hit wind and solar 
projects hard in terms of investment channels. Construction of solar and wind power typically relies on financing 
from third-party investors, mostly large banks who buy the tax credits. Reportedly, power companies across the U.S. 
are slashing capital budgets and canceling projects for clean electricity and some energy companies are even having 
trouble satisfying their short-term needs for cash.

Ā Politics Dominate: Due to the dominance of energy-related issues in the 2008 presidential race, politics and 
governmental policies dominated coverage in the US and spilled over into EU coverage as well. More specifically, 
Barack Obama has emerged as a key player in these discussions and is the only proper name to appear on the NN 
maps and top keyword lists. T Boone Pickens (among others) also earns mentions, but not frequently enough to 
appear in this analysis.

Ā Technology Sector Highly Involved: In the US and the EU, the technology sector continues to play a significant role 
in the development and support of alternative energy options and implementations, in the way of both hardware 
and software.

Ā Energy Independence: Particularly focused on in US coverage, the topic of energy independence and moving away 
from oil remains a key driver of alternative energy exploration, both on the national and local levels.
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US vs. EU Media Coverage of Alternative Energy Topics

Coverage is fairly similar, but some notable differences include: 

US EU

ÅPolitical Influence: US coverage is driven by 2008 

presidential race energy policy discussions.

Å Local Government: US media maintains a strong focus on 

reporting on energy plans and tax policies at the state 

level, as well as covering announcements from the 

numerous cities and states that hope to cash in on 

alternative energy mandates. 

ÅEnergy Independence: The press frequently explores how 

America can (or cannot) lessen its oil appetite and 

generate its energy supply at home.

ÅάDǊŜŜƴέ [ƻǎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ [ǳǎǘŜǊΥ Particularly in comparison to EU 

ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ άƎǊŜŜƴέ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ 

to be declining as some of the hype goes away.

Åά!ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜέ ƛǎ [Ŝǎǎ wŜǎƻƴŀƴǘΥ EU coverage reveals that 
the concept of wind, solar, and other renewable energy 
ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜέ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜǎǎ 
resonance than in the US. 

ÅάDǊŜŜƴέ ¢ƻǇƛŎǎ {ǘƛƭƭ Lƴ ǘƘŜ aƛȄΥ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ άƎǊŜŜƴέ ŀǎ ŀ 
descriptor appears more in EU coverage. 

ÅSecurity Concerns Emerge: Due to its proximity to 
developing and emerging countries in the alternative 
energy sector (such as China, India, Russia) EU coverage 
includes more discussions of security as it relates to 
energy resources and production.

ÅMore Diverse Conversation: The EU enjoys a more diverse 
set of topics when it comes to alternative energy, again 
ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
US Presidential race coverage.

ÅNuclear: Nuclear energy is more of a driver of alterative 
energy coverage in the EU vs. the US.
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USςInfluential Keywords Driving Coverage EUςInfluential Keywords Driving Coverage
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US vs. EU Media Coverage of Alternative Energy Topics
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US
DETAILED LOOK AT US-BASED COVERAGE OF ALTERNATIVE ENERGY TOPICS
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Alternative Energy - US
Narrative Network
Media Profile

The chart to the right shows a 

breakdown of coverage by outlet.  A 

total of 978 relevant articles appeared 

between July 2008 and December 2008.

Not surprisingly, newswires covered 

alternative energy topics most 

frequently, providing nearly 2/3 of the 

total coverage, followed by daily/metro 

newspapers.
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Top Contributors Count

Associated Press Newswires 362

Reuters News 164

The New York Times 84
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Top Keywords
Alternative Energy áUS

Top keywords reveal the relative 

dominance of narratives within media in 

a coverage set, based on frequency of 

mention.

The top keywords in US coverage of 

ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ 

much in the way of surprises, although 

the presence of companyand 

corporationare significant in terms of 

highlighting growing business sector 

involvement in this category, particularly 

in light of increasing credits and 

incentives.
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Tie Strength

Influential Keywords Driving 
Energy Coverage - US

Top Keywords Tied to Energy

Narrative NetworkTM technology 

calculates the tie strength for each 

keyword pair based on number of times 

the pair appear together on coverage. 

Only significant relationships  (based on 

tie strength) appear as lines connecting 

two nodes on a map. 

Similar to the top keywords, analysis of 

the top keywords tied to the word 

energy in significant alternative energy 

ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ƳŜŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ 

on renewableenergies, such as wind and 

solarpower, as well as corporate

involvement in the alternativeenergy 

sector. 

Obamaalso appears very high on the list, 

indicating his strong messaging related 

to alternative energy policies, planning, 

and cabinet appointments.
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Influential Keywords Driving Investment 
Coverage - US

Top Keywords Tied to 
Investment

Narrative NetworkTM technology 

calculates the tie strength for each 

keyword pair based on number of times 

the pair appear together on coverage. 

Only significant relationships  (based on 

tie strength) appear as lines connecting 

two nodes on a map. 

In significant US-based alternative energy 

coverage many of the overall top 

keywords are also closely tied to the 

word investment. 

However, Obamais notably missing from 

the list and several new words appear, 

including capital, development, research 

and credits. 
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US Alternative Energy Narrative Network

Node size indicates richness of keyword in coverage. Node colors designate storylines or narratives.

Green nodes 

highlights 

alternative energy-

related 
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being driven by the  

2008 presidential 

campaigns

Yellow nodes 

primarily capture 

issues associated 

with the development 
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clean technology  

energy options

Blue nodes correspond to 

the more general, ongoing  

discussion surrounding key 

issues associated with 

alternative energy

Purple nodes outline key alternative energy-related developments 

and conversations  specific to the state-level

Red nodes represents the core  US-based 

narrative related to alternative and 

renewable energy and power
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EU
DETAILED LOOK AT EU-BASED COVERAGE OF ALTERNATIVE ENERGY TOPICS
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Alternative Energy - EU

Narrative Network

Media Profile

The chart to the right shows a 

breakdown of coverage by outlet.  A 

total of 478 relevant articles appeared 

between July 2008 and December 2008.

Like in the US, newswires covered 

alternative energy topics most 

frequently, but the remainder of 

coverage was more equitably split 

between business press and 

dailies/metros.
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TopContributors Count

Agence France Presse 167

International Herald Tribune 109

Financial Times 79
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